68 They took him first to the prison in Lodz, "a dirty
hole," as he described it, which he thought extremely
unpleasant. He had a tiny cell without any furniture.
The food was disgusting. He could not smoke. It was
a relief when in March he was transferred to Warsaw.
After the insurrection of 1830 the czar built a fort-
ress-prison on the outskirts of Warsaw. Its guns
looked threateningly down on the city, not to defend it,
but to be always ready to destroy it, should another in-
surrection break out. It was a huge place, covering
acre after acre along the Vistula, surrounded by high
brick walls and divided into sections by cross-walls and
formidable gates. There were barracks, seven in a row;
eight and nine were added later; the next building was
accordingly numbered ten—Pavilion X, ominous words
to Polish ears, for it housed the so-called "dangerous
political prisoners."
It stands there today, close to the river, a white, two-
story building forming three sides of a square. The
fourth side was formerly a high wall with iron spikes
at the top. It had room for six hundred prisoners, but
on the occasions when the Eussians arrested wholesale,
many men were crowded into one cell. Some rooms
have the original doors, with little square openings made
with slanting sides so that the guards in the corridor
could see the whole of the cell, but the prisoner looking
out saw only a few inches.
Pilsudski was taken first to the office for questioning.
Perhaps unwittingly the Eussian captain paid him a
great compliment.
"I don't suppose," he commented after finishing his
inquiries about the press, "there's a workman in War-
saw who hasn't had your newspaper (Robotnik) in his
hands on some occasion. Our discovery in Lodz will
be a blow to the party. It won't be easy to organize
anything like that again."

